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825 June 2, 1899 

CUBA. 

Inspection of Cuban ports. 

NUEVITAS. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, May IS, 1899. 

Sir : It had been my intention to visit this port earlier, but, owing 
to a press of work at Havana and elsewhere and the difficulty of reach- 
ing here, it was not earlier practicable. Nothing has been lost by the 
delay. Conditions here are as follows : The town does not contain more 
than 6.000 people, but is the port of the city of Puerto Principe, of 
about 45,000, capital of the province, and the military headquarters. 
They are connected by railroad. This place, as well as Puerto Principe, 
has generally enjoyed an excellent reputation for health, especially as 
far as yellow fever is concerned. 

Nuevitas has ranked in maritime quarantine with Gibara and Caiba- 
rien, as a place from which no infection was expected to come to our 
stations, none having ever done so. It must be noted, however, that 
the commerce of this place to southern ports was inconsiderable, and 
that vessels unloaded in the open bay. There have been small out- 
breaks of fever here, however (see report of Sanitary Inspector Bur- 
gess, for 1896). It is stated here that these cases have always been 
traced to importations, and that there has been no great spread, some- 
times none, sometimes to others in the same house, and sometimes to 
near by houses. In 1892 the master of a cattle steamer from Havana, a 
Viscayan, brought yellow fever here in May, and yellow fever devel- 
oped among those who came to his house, and in some cases there were 
further tertiary developments in the houses of those who sickened. 
There were, including a second captain of the same vessel, five or six 
deaths ; all cases were among Spaniards (Viscayans), of whom there is 
quite a colony here, but, save one Cuban from the country, no natives 
of Nuevitas died. My informant thinks that none of them had the 
fever. There was no more fever here until 1895, when there was a 
considerable epidemic in Puerto Principe among the Spanish troops, 
with 600 or 700 deaths, from which place it was introduced among the 
soldiers here. A large number of cases were treated in the military 
hospital here. My informant was one of the physicians attending. 
Then it spread to some people who visited the hospital, who sickened 
at their homes, but there was no cases (tertiary) reported at these 
houses, and my informant believes there were none. There were no 
cases in the military hospital in 1896, although there was yellow fever 
in Puerto Principe, also in 1897 and 1898, and cases were reported by 
the Spanish surgeons at Nuevitas ; at any rate, there has been none 
among the townspeople since 1895. 

Borras fever is said never to occur here. The fact that none of the 
natives developed yellow fever during the two outbreaks (if true 
and if cases among them were not oveilooked) leads me to believe 
that the apparent freedom from yellow fever which this place enjoys 
may be due to its endemicity, and the consequent absence of suscepti- 
ble material. The absence of "borras" is against this view, as is also 
the spread of the fever in 1897 and 1895 among the Viscayans, many of 
whom had been here a number of years. Considering everything, I do 
not think that the town is endemically affected, and think it to be 
generally free from yellow fever. 
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Considering the general freedom from yellow fever in this place, the 
presence of a considerable body of American troops, about 2,200 in the 
city of Puerto Principe and other places in the province, in direct com- 
munication with Nuevitas, and the fact that there is no other line of 
travel especially liable to convey infection to this province, it seems 
very important to prevent the introduction of infection by this port. I 
have accordingly nominated a quarantine officer and will give him all 
the instructions which I can during my stay here. I will receive by the 
next steamer sufficient disinfectants for an emergency, which disinfect- 
ants I ordered sent before I left Havana. It is intended, however, to 
do all disinfecting needed for this port at Havana, Guantanamo, and 
Santiago, the only ports which will threaten it with yellow fever. 

I have, under article 1, United States Quarantine Regulations, 
directed the inspection here and at Cardenas of vessels from Havana, 
Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Santiago, Guantanamo, and Ponce, the last for 
smallpox. As at Cardenas and other clean ports, the sanitary work of 
the quarantine officer is especially to protect his own port, but it seems 
right to take more precautions for this port than for Caibarien, Ysabella 
de Sagua, or Cardenas, because Nuevitas and its province have no rail- 
road communications with other known infected places, and if the 
entrance by sea is to be guarded, the risk of the introduction of yellow 
fever is markedly lessened. On the other hand, the inspection of ves- 
sels, especially the passengers and baggage bound for the United 
States is of much greater importance at Nuevitas than from any of 
the ports named above, because all passenger vessels for the United 
States (Munson Line) from the north coast between Nuevitas and Havana 
clear from Nuevitas and at Matanzas the baggage can be inspected 
and, when necessary, disinfected, there being a regular officer and a 
sufficient plant there. The line, however, another branch of the Munson 
Line, which takes passengers from the eastern end of the north coast, 
Baracoa, Gibara, and Nuevitas, to the United States, clears from 
Nueyitas, and here the final examination of baggage must be made, 
although a representative of the Service may be required at Gibara also. 
As long as the conditions of health now obtaining in these ports and 
the towns tributary to them remain unchanged, the passenger traffic 
from them will involve little danger. All, or nearly all, of the soldiers 
"enlisted for the war" in this province have been discharged and left 
for home; and while some will be continually leaving, yet the total 
passenger traffic will not be great, and of these the greater part will be 
soldiers, of all classes the people the easiest to handle. Also, as I have 
said, the sanitary reputation for yellow fever of Neuvitas, Gibara, and 
the interior towns of Holguin and Puerto Principe has generally been 
good. Of course it is not impossible that the sanitary conditions may 
change. The data given above, however, I think show that the mari- 
time quarantine of this port is of greater sanitary importance, both to 
the health of the surrounding country and to vessels of the United 
States, than its size and general reputation for good health would lead us 
to suppose. 

Respectfully, yours, H. R. Carter, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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GIBAEA. 

Gibaea, Cuba, May 16, 1899. 

Sib : After writing the report of the 12th, I went to Puerto Principe 
and had a long conference with Dr. Armstrong and General Carpenter, 
with the former of whom I reviewed very carefully the sanitary history 
and present condition of Puerto Pri ncipe. Taking everything together, 
I have to recommend, what I was in doubt of at Havana and Nuevitas, 
that a regular officer be assigned to Nuevitas, and that as soon as pos- 
sible. On this account I cabled from Principe, so that a man could be 
in readiness. 

If there be no latent infection at Puerto Principe or Nuevitas (it is 
far more apt to be at the former), it is a matter of extreme importance 
to keep it out. Its introduction into Puerto Principe would be ex- 
tremely disastrous. Now, there is considerable passenger traffic from 
Havana and Santiago to Nuevitas, and thence to Principe. Two steam- 
ers every two weeks, each way, and 1 steamer per week in addition 
from Havana, besides the traffic which goes by schooner and brigantine. 

I purpose to guard this traffic as well as possible from Havana (dis- 
infecting baggage of American passengers, and other things as necessary) 
and to ask Passed Assistant Surgeon Rosenau to do the same for the 
south, but I count a regular officer as necessary at this port, Nuevitas, 
for the proper conduct of its quarantine to protect the port itself. 

I will state that I believe that he will run a minimum risk from yel- 
low fever, not greater than at the average southern quarantine station 
in the United States. 

Without wishing to make suggestions out of my province, I would 
say that the conditions at Gibara and Holguin are of necessity very 
much like those in Nuevitas and Puerto Principe, although they are of 
decidedly less sanitary importance, and that an officer stationed at 
Nuevitas could give all the supervision needed of a regular office to the 
work of a local quarantine officer, whom Passed Assistant Surgeon 
Eosenau will doubtless install at Gibara. 

Both of these places are exceedingly hard to reach from Havana and 
Santiago, it taking fourteen days from the latter place for the round 
trip, and the same length of time from Havana to Gibara, and it is 
scarcely possible to give either much supervision from Havana or San- 
tiago. Indeed, these two places form a natural division of the sanitary 
work of the island, and can be well administered by a regular officer at 
Nuevitas. 

I believe that I can get from Puerto Principe the gift of a Geneste- 
Hirscher steam chamber, for use at Nuevitas, similar to the one at 
Cienfuegos. Am sure I can if no fever develops in Principe during 
June. If it does, we will not need it, and we can do without it for that 
length of time. 

I began this letter at Puerto Principe, but was unable to finish it 
until my arrival here, where, at Passed Assistant Surgeon Eosenau's 
request, I inspect and inform him of the conditions here. 

Very respectfully, H. E. Cabteb, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Gibara, Cuba, May 16, 1899. 
Sir : The main source of danger of the introduction of yellow fever 
into the town and province of Puerto Principe is the passenger traffic 
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from Havana. Of this practically all appertaining to the Cuban pas- 
sengers can be eliminated by disinfecting their baggage at Havana, and 
enforcing it by inspection at Nuevitas. For the Americans, however, 
this is not sufficient, as it is only twenty-six to forty- eight hours run 
between the ports. I will probably discontinue American passenger 
traffic unless immune, via these lines, (Article IX, United Quarantine 
Regulations), on my return to Havana, except in special instances, 
where we must arrange for detaining under observation at Nuevitas in 
an isolated place. I will do this because it occasionally happens that 
it is very important that an inspector, paymaster, or other official be 
sent from Havana to Nuevitas or Principe, and I have made provi- 
sional arrangements for this. Nevertheless I wish these exceptions to 
be as few as possible, and it is not possible that Havana can continue 
to be the general distributing point for the personnel of the Army in 
Cuba, without a certainty of conveying infection to the clean towns. 
There is no reason why all persons coming from the United States for 
the district from Nuevitas to Baracoa, inclusive, should not come 
directly via the Munson Line to these ports (the steamers touch all 
three) instead of via Havana. This is especially true of recruits, a 
number of whom came to Principe via Havana a few days ago ; nurses, 
etc., the same. 

I consider that the Service is responsible for the prevention of the 
introduction by sea of yellow fever into this district, and must of 
necessity prohibit such travel as involves considerable risk of convey- 
ing it. I say prohibit because I think that neither the amount nor 
importance of this travel justifies the establishment of a lazaretto for 
its accommodation. I beg then that you bring this matter to the 
proper authorities of the War Department, so that they may not gen- 
erally depend on sending persons from Havana by sea to Nuevitas to 
reach Puerto Principe. At the same time when it is especially neces- 
sary that a man or a few men, three or four, should go they can by 
special arrangement be provided for by being detained at Nuevitas. 

A matter of less importance, but still of some, is that supplies, forage 
especially, had best be sent directly from the United States to Principe 
without reshipment at Havana. This is of less importance if the reship- 
ment be made across the bay at the wharf now building for the Quar- 
termaster's Department. Hitherto it has taken place exclusively at the 
San Jose Wharf. 

General Carpenter, the governor of the province, is impressed with 
the advisability of carrying out the measures outlined above. 

Very respectfully, H. R. Carter, 

Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Gienfuegos. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, May #4, 1899. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended May 20 : The regular work of inspecting incoming and outgoing 
vessels has been carried on. Boarding has been done promptly and 
inspection of outgoing vessels to the United States made as near the 
time of sailing as possible. Vessels anchoring, as did the Ehoda, this 
week, some 6 miles from the wharf, of course can not be inspected. 

The rowboat for the station arrived on the steamship Santiago, and is 



